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Novitiate opened in Chicago
On Friday, August 15, 2008 the Spiritan novitiate officially opened in Chicago. This is a
joint venture of the North American-Caribbean Region. The novices come from three
countries: Haiti, US, and Canada. The five novices are: Robert DiNardo and Bernard
Kenol (Canada). Jackson Bonnet and Vontz Samson (Haiti) and Thang Hoang (US).
The novitiate team chosen by the Region is Brandon Nguyen and Barney Kelly. The
Novitiate now joins the theology community and Spiritan priests working and studying
in Chicago to form a dynamic Spiritan presence in the area. There are currently about
twenty-six Spiritans in the Greater Chicago area.
Appointments
John Geary CSSp who is now on the academic staff of Duquesne University in Pittsburgh,
reports that he is enjoying lecturing in the English Faculty there.
Locky Flanagan CSSp is now at his post as the Spiritual Director of the seminarians 
in Inter-Congregational Seminary in Malawi and sends greetings to his many friends and
benefactors in Canada.
Obinna Ifeanyi CSSp has taken up his position as Chaplain of Neil McNeil H.S., a school
operated by the Toronto Catholic District School Board in co-operation with the Spiritans.
Brottier House
The Spiritan Refugee Center at 523 Birchmount Road, Toronto was
blessed and officially opened by Fr. Bob Colburn CSSp, Provincial
Superior, on February 2nd, 2009.
Among those present were Fr. Alex Osei CSSp, the Director of
the facility as well as many other Spiritans including Joy Warner,
the coordinator of Justice, Peace and Reconciliation activities. Mary
Sharif, Ngugu Kamau, Martin Mark and Yosief Araya from
Catholic Cross-Cultural Services were also present, as were Mary
Burns and other members of St. Joseph’s Parish Refugee Outreach,
Fr. Peter McKenna C.S.J., Director of Becoming Neighbours,
Wendy Hooker, Vice Principal and Linton Soares, Chaplin at Neil
McNeil High School and many other friends and benefactors.
Mr. Shamsi and his five children, the first refugees to be wel-
comed in Brottier House, were also present and received a great
welcome from all.
Centre: Fr. Bob Colburn blesses Brottier House. 
Right: Mr. Shamsi (left) and Fr. Alex Osei 
cut the celebration cake. 
